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Introduction 
Magnetic North has received a Small Business Support Grant of £10,000 as part of the Scottish 
Government’s support for businesses and employers during the Coronavirus pandemic. This has freed up 
other funds that allow us to support independent artists and arts workers.  We have divided the money 
between a help fund and a micro-commissions programme.  The help fund is directed exclusively at 
performers, technicians and early career artists who have worked with us before.  This document 
explains how to apply for a micro-commission.   
 

Micro-commissions 
What funding is available? 

o Seven micro-commissions of £1,000 each.   

Who is eligible? 
o You must be a professional independent artist based in Scotland. 

o At least four of the seven commissions will be awarded to artists who are part of Magnetic 

North’s Artist Network (i.e. you have worked with us before).  At least one award will be made to 

a BAME artist and at least one to a disabled or d/Deaf artist.  

o You must have a project idea that you are interested in developing, or some work you wish to 

undertake related to your practice and which is feasible at this time.   

What is the commission for? 
o Any work that is connected to your practice: you might be developing a new idea, reflecting on a 

past project, or spending time writing, drawing, moving or whatever it is that you do.  

o At least 50% of the award must be used as a fee for yourself. The idea is that you have paid time 

to focus on yourself and your practice.   

o You can use the rest of the award to pay someone else to work with you remotely, to buy 

materials, or whatever is most useful, including paying yourself a higher fee.  

o You must complete the commission by the end of 2020. 

How to apply 
o Please complete this short Google form: https://forms.gle/qdnzEVqQvHLuDBQ1A 

When’s the deadline? 
o 5pm on Friday 3 July 2020. 

o We will get back to you to let you know whether or not you have been successful by Monday 20 

July 2020. 

How will we choose? 
We will make our decisions on the following criteria: 

o The viability of your idea in the current climate – i.e. can it be done without being in a room with 

other people? 

o Your track record. 

o At least four of the seven commissions will be awarded to artists who are part of Magnetic 

North’s Artist Network (i.e. artists who have worked with Magnetic North or taken part in their 

Artist Development programme).     

o At least one award will be made to a BAME artist as long as we receive an eligible application. 

o At least one award to a disabled or d/Deaf artist as long as we receive an eligible application. 

  

https://forms.gle/qdnzEVqQvHLuDBQ1A
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o Magnetic North’s overall purpose is to give artists from a range of disciplines and backgrounds 

the nourishment, focused support and production opportunities needed to continue developing 

and creating great work throughout their careers.  We want the seven commissions to reflect 

this purpose, so our aim is to support a range of talented artists from different artforms to invest 

in themselves, their practice and their future.    

Who will make the decisions? 
o Magnetic North’s core team of Artistic Director Nicholas Bone, Producer Verity Leigh and Artistic 

Administrator Caitlin Fairlie. 

What do you want from me? 
o We will ask that you write a short report (up to 500 words) about what you’ve done, or share an 

image or film (or anything else that represents what you have done) that we can publish on our 

website.   

o If you use social media, we will ask you to share that you have been awarded the micro-

commission, and to share at least one post about the work you undertake, tagging Magnetic 

North in both. 

o If the work you develop goes on to production, we ask that you credit Magnetic North as follows: 

“Developed with support from Magnetic North.” 

Any questions? 
o Please email artistdevelopment@magneticnorth.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


